Stability of T-2, HT-2, and T-2 tetraol in biological fluids.
The stabilities of tritium-labeled T-2, HT-2, and T-2 tetraol were studied in blood and urine at -70 degrees, 4 degrees, and 23 degrees C for 6 months in the presence of EDTA or NaF. Samples were counted with a radiochromatographic scanner and results indicated the stability of T-2 tetraol greater than T-2 greater than HT-2. Toxins were most stable when stored at -70 degrees C, in the presence of NaF, and in urine (pH 6). They were less stable in saline (control, pH 7) and least stable in blood (pH 8). These results suggest that urine and T-2 tetraol are the biological fluid and metabolite of choice for diagnostic purposes.